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ncountering, dealing with,
E thinking about antisemitism

is difTicult for everyone, but
especially so for kids. And what is the
best way to deal with misinformation,
false tropes, hostility? Through
education. Many of those espousing
antisemitic sentiments lack history,
understanding, truth. To educate those
uninformed and misinformed is to give
them the tools to think clearly, separate
fact from falsehood, and communicate
with honesty. To teach the history of the
Holocaust to children is to enlighten
them to the dangers of antisemitism, and
more importantly, how to respond to it.

Abrand new way to learn about the

Holocaust is through Spark Interactive.
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This is a mobile classroom that brings
the lessons of the Holocaust directly

to San Diego schools. Launched just

this year, it is an immersive, interactive
experience with lessons geared to
middle and high school students that
will travel to schools in the San Diego,
Poway, Carlsbad, Sweetwater and San
Dieguito Unified School Districts. The
Spark Interactive is a museum on wheels
traveling to meet the kids where they are
and offering state of the art, interactive
technology and digital artifacts
connecting the students with the voices
and stories of San Diego’s Holocaust
survivors. Engaging in these 90 minute
classes or all day “field trips” goes beyond
books; students are immersed in history

that becomes relevant and personal.
Spark Interactive has the potential to
build young citizens who feel empathy
and moral conviction, who have the
skills to recognize both truth and false
information.

Spark Interactive is being launched by
San Diego philanthropist Lee Goldberg
through her Legacy of Light Goldberg
Institute for Holocaust Education.

Lee remembers experiencing painful
antisemitism while growing up while at
the same time the stories of the survivors
were an integral part of her childhood.
Lee believes in “...the importance of
Holocaust education especially in light
of all that’s happening today. Only by
learning from the past can we inform
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the present and the future.” The lessons
of Spark Interactive teach ethical
responsibility and social justice.

“It’'s never been done in San Diego —
this is a first,” said Lee. “As the firsthand
voices of the Holocaust begin to fade, this
work becomes more important than ever.
‘We have aresponsibility to ensure young
people understand this history — not
only so they remember it, but so they can
recognize injustice and have the courage
to stand up for what is right. My hope
is that others will join us in this effort,
and together, we can begin to change the
course of what we are seeing in the world
today.”

Spark Interactive will begin traveling
to schools this September reaching more
than half of the county’s middle and high
school students, and as it grows, tens of
thousands of students will have access
to this learning experience. “When I
talk to students — especially high school
students — they consistently tell me

As the firsthand
voices of the
Holocaust begin
to fade, this
work becomes
more important
than ever.
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they want learning to feel relevant,” said
Dr. Fabi Bagula, superintendent of the
San Diego Unified School District. “They
understand the importance of history,
but they also want to connect it to the
world they’re living in now. Experiences
like this take learning beyond the
classroom. Instead of sitting with
a textbook, students are able to move,
engage and interact. That’s what makes it
meaningful and memorable.”

The goal is that Spark Interactive
will lead to “deeper understanding via
testimony and truth, critical thinking
skills including the ability to recognize
misinformation and examine moral
choices, and the responsibility and action
required to challenge bias and stand
against antisemitism and all forms of
hate.” =

Schools and community partners interested
in hosting Spark Interactive can learn more at
legacyoflightsd.org.
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