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Strategic Relationships: Elevating 
Community Engagement Through 
Relational Advocacy 

Session Description 
How do we build and sustain powerful relationships that move the needle for our community? 

This interactive breakout session will explore the power of relational advocacy, which is 

centered not on transactions, but on trust, shared values, and long-term collaboration. 
 
We’ll begin with a panel of San Diego’s leading relationship-builders sharing how authentic 

engagement with civic, ethnic, interfaith, and business leaders has helped strengthen Jewish 

communal voice and safety. Then, you’ll put it into practice by identifying key local leaders with 

whom you already have a relationship with or with whom you’d like to build a relationship. You’ll 

walk away with the tools to nurture those relationships over time. 
 
This session is ideal for anyone eager to move from passive support to active allyship-building 

across sectors—and for those ready to invest in meaningful relationships that matter. This 

session will show that not only is relational advocacy a means for educating our community of 

its Jewish population, including around issues of antisemitism, but also can be a meaningful 

way of engaging in the Jewish community.  

Session Goals 

• Inspire: Showcase the impact of relationship-based advocacy through real stories. 

• Equip: Provide best practices and tools for initiating and nurturing relationships. 

• Activate: Support attendees in choosing 1–3 community leaders they will build with in the 

coming 6 months. 

• Track Impact: Encourage participants to submit their selected leaders via a secure form for 

future support and follow-up. 
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