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Grassroots Engagement: The Power 
of Online Community Leading to Real 
Belonging 

Session Description 
In an increasingly digital world, authentic connection and belonging can still flourish—especially 

when driven by grassroots efforts. This session explores how local Jewish grassroots leaders 

are harnessing the power of social media to create vibrant, inclusive spaces for engagement. 

Featuring three community leaders Sadie Karpf, Will Schwerd, and Chaya Ertel, who have built 

online communities tailored to moms, young adults, and cross-communal groups, this 

conversation will highlight how digital tools can foster real-world relationships, mutual support, 

and shared purpose.  

Participants will gain insight into the strategies behind these successful initiatives, share their 

own experiences with online community-building, and leave with new ideas to strengthen 

connection and belonging within their own organizations or networks. 

Session Goals 

• Showcase grassroots leaders that are fostering Jewish community across San Diego.  

• Explore how online platforms can be used to meet diverse communal needs—from 
parenting support to event sharing and interest-based networking.  

•  Encourage attendees to reflect on their own engagement strategies and share best 
practices.  

•  Inspire participants to implement new ideas for cultivating belonging and 
connection in their own communities. 
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